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We  will  briefly  cover

•  State	  of	  the	  RCE	  community	  
• ConBnental	  development	  
• Overall	  trends	  and	  opportuniBes	  

	  



2005 2009 

Development	  of	  the	  RCE	  Network	  

2013 2014 and Beyond 2007 2011 

2003 Establishment	  of	  ESD	  Programme	  at	  UNU-‐IAS	  
2004 Development	  of	  the	  RCE	  Concept	  

Annual Global 
RCE Conference  

since 2006  

9th International 
RCE Conference 

(Okayama, Japan) 

Mid-Decade Year DESD Launch End of the DESD Launch of  
Global Action 

Programme on 
ESD 

2008  Emergence  of  thema:c  &  
strategic  networks

-‐  Assessment  of  RCEs/  Engagement  with  
Interna:onal  SD/ESD  processes

-‐  Strong	  emphasis	  on	  capacity	  development
2007	  Emergence	  of	  conKnental	  

networks	  

Number in Red: Number of RCEs Acknowledged by UNU 

7 99 120 74 47 129 



4	  

129	  RCEs	  around	  the	  world	  



Development  of  the  RCE  Network    
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Global	  Network	  in	  numbers:	  	  	  	  	  	  
§ 129	  RCEs	  worldwide	  (as	  of	  Sep	  2014)	  	  

	  Asia-‐Pacific:	  47	  　	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Europe:	  37 	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Africa	  and	  the	  Middle	  East:	  26	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Americas:	  19	  
§ 	  	  

	  2nd	  Regional	  RCE	  MeeBng	  of	  the	  Americas	  （Lima,	  Peru,	  2013）	  

7th	  Global	  RCE	  Conference（Tongyeong,	  Republic	  of	  Korea	  2012）	  



Communica:on
Activities &  

Achievements  



RCE  Communica:ons  Portal  &    
Annual  Repor:ng  Site
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Activities &  
Achievements  



RCE  E-‐Bulle:n  
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Activities &  
Achievements  

§  Issued monthly  
§  Upcoming ESD-related 

Events 
§  Latest News 
§  Invitations for 

collaboration 
§  New Publications and 

Resources  



Activities &  
Achievements  



Documenta:on  of  good  
prac:ces  and  research

Activities &  
Achievements  



Activities &  
Achievements  



RCE  Recogni:on  Award
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2012 – 31 Projects 
2013 – 22 Projects 
2014 – 31 Projects 
 
Themes 
•  Climate change  
•  Disaster risk reduction  
•  Health  
•  Higher education  
•  Inclusive development & learning  
•  Sustainable consumption &  
production  
•  Teacher education  
•  Biodiversity  
•  Traditional knowledge  
•  Youth  

Activities &  
Achievements  



Global  posi:oning
Activities &  

Achievements  



Tongyeong  Declara:on  on  RCEs  
and  ESD

14	  

Positioning RCEs: 
 
Strategic Actions 
§ RCEs and the Global Learning Space 
§ RCEs and Capacity Development 
§ RCEs and Research & Development 

  
 
Thematic Actions 
§ RCEs and Climate Change 
§ RCEs and Health 
§ RCEs and Higher Education 
§ RCEs, Traditional Knowledge and 
Biodiversity 
§ RCEs and SCP 
§ RCEs, Youth and School 
 
Assessment  

Activities &  
Achievements  



Con:nental  Developments



Asia-‐Pacific  RCE  Community



African  RCE  community



RCE  Community  of  Americas



European  RCE  community



Mul:ple  Interpreta:ons,  Roles  &  Direc:ons

•  A	  network	  for	  the	  promoBon	  of	  ESD	  and	  sustainability	  
•  A	  path	  for	  a	  more	  sustainable	  society	  
•  A	  space	  for	  reflecBon	  
•  A	  partnership	  
•  A	  community	  of	  pracBce	  and	  innovaBon	  
•  A	  resource	  pool	  -‐	  hub	  of	  various	  innovaBve	  learning	  sources	  
•  RCE	  as	  an	  engine	  for	  mobilizaBon:	  Coming	  together	  
•  A	  bridge	  between	  prospecBve	  and	  the	  retrospecBve	  sustainable	  acBviBes	  
•  A	  collecBve	  idenBty	  
•  Sustainability	  commons	  
•  A	  clearinghouse	  	  
•  A	  knowledge	  broker	  -‐	  Close	  to	  the	  iniBal	  UNU	  conceptualizaBon	  of	  RCE,	  
which	  serves	  the	  purposes	  of	  knowledge	  management,	  knowledge	  
transfer	  and	  delivery	  of	  ESD	  to	  the	  community.	  	  



RCE  community

• Community	  in	  diversity	  
• A	  community	  with	  innovaBve	  governance	  that	  

•  Linking	  different	  stakeholders	  
•  AppreciaBve	  and	  democraBc	  
•  Mediates	  local	  and	  global	  

• A	  community	  that	  aspires	  to	  learn	  and	  research	  in	  acBon	  and	  act	  
while	  learning	  



Across  the  con:nents

•  Exchange	  of	  informaBon,	  meeBngs,	  engagement	  in	  the	  collaboraBve	  
projects	  

•  Assessment	  have	  happened	  in	  RCEs	  Greater	  Western	  Sydney,	  Goa,	  Delhi,	  
Pune,	  Mumbai,	  Okayama,	  Phnom	  Penh,	  Cha-‐am,	  Kyrgyzstan,	  Makana	  

•  Development	  of	  the	  materials	  for	  hybrid	  evaluaBon	  of	  the	  RCEs	  
•  Understanding	  of	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  RCEs	  and	  potenBals	  for	  their	  development	  

•  Teams	  are	  coming	  together	  to	  address	  ESD,	  SD	  topics	  as	  well	  as	  issues	  of	  
RCE	  movement	  characterisBcs,	  governance,	  networking	  potenBal	  

•  Strengthening	  of	  the	  acBon	  and	  research	  in	  some	  of	  the	  themes,	  e.g.	  SCP,	  
biodiversity	  

•  RecogniBon	  of	  the	  potenBal	  of	  the	  RCE	  community	  by	  the	  criBcal	  
sustainability	  processes	  



Looking  for  next  steps



Growing	  and	  
strengthening	  

of	  RCE	  
community	  	  

Through	  mentoring,	  peer	  relaBons,	  themaBc	  
work	  
Through	  (self)	  assessment	  of	  the	  RCEs	  –	  as	  
capacity	  development,	  collecBve	  learning	  and	  re-‐
engaging	  mechanism	  and/or	  strategy	  
development	  tool	  

Strategic	  
engagement	  
with	  SD	  and	  

ESD	  processes,	  
e.g	  .GAP,	  

10YFP,	  IPBES	  

Enhance	  capacity	  building	  and	  research	  acBviBes	  	  on	  
priority	  themaBc	  areas	  	  
Modelling	  of	  new	  sustainability	  pracBces	  under	  the	  key	  
policy	  areas	  
Development	  of	  themaBc	  ‘clusters’	  
IdenBfying	  successful	  models	  of	  scaling	  up	  (networking,	  
governance,	  capacity	  development,	  research)	  

Across  the  con:nents:  
Possibili:es  for  sustaining  and  scaling-‐up  beyond  2014




